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the unusually large number of complaints and demands for a recount coming from 
communities where there was disappointment over the fact that the population an- 
nounced by the census was below expectations and it was claimed that there 
had been serious omissions. In few instances did these claims prove to be well 
founded, but the investigation of these numerous cases was naturally a cause of 
delay. 

J. A. Hill. 



AN AMERICAN ACCIDENT TABLE 

When the National Council on Workmen's Compensation Insurance undertook 
the task of revising rates for workmen's compensation insurance in the various states, 
it became necessary for them to calculate the value of amendments to the compensa- 
tion laws. Up to this time Dr. Rubinow's Standard Accident Table had been used 
as the necessary basic distribution of industrial accidents. This table was com- 
piled in 1914 and, because very few American data were available at that time, was 
based almost entirely upon European statistics. 

The boards and bureaus having jurisdiction over compensation insurance in the 
United States felt the necessity of a distribution based on American experience and 
through their efforts to secure reports compiled on a uniform basis enough material 
was available in 1919 for the compilation of an American Accident Table. Most of 
the boards and bureaus having control of the manner in which the insurance compan- 
ies shall report their workmen's compensation experience now require that such 
report shall be made on a form known as Schedule "Z." In 1919 Schedule "Z" 
called for number of fatal, permanent total, permanent partial, and temporary total 
cases compensated during policy years 1916 and 1917 in each state. The combined 
reports of all companies showed a total of 271,173 compensatable cases. However, 
waiting periods vary from state to state and it was desirable that a standard accident 
table should be based on number of tabulatable accidents, that is, all accidents 
resulting in disabiUties lasting longer than the day or shift during which the accident 
occurred. Adjustments were made to eliminate the effect of waiting periods and the 
results, reduced to the basis of 100,000 tabulatable accidents, show 762 fatal, 62 
permanent total, 3,788 permanent partial, and 96,388 temporary total cases. 

For the distribution showing duration of disabiUty in temporary total cases no 
information was available except the reports of state industrial accident commissions. 
The difficulty of coordinating these various records made it necessary to discard many 
of the reports. However, a total exposure of 475,423 temporary total cases was avail- 
able. Only two states reported duration of temporary total in permanent partial 
cages, but the indications followed so closely the tabulation of the Standard Accident 
Table that the material was used for the purpose of valuing the cost of amendments. 

The Travelers Insurance Company of Hartford, Conn., furnished a tabulation of 
9,464 permanent partial disabilities from their experience in all states from January 
1, 1916, to June 30, 1919. It was possible to combine with this report the reports 
of the Wisconsin Industrial Commission for 1914 to 1918, so that the combined data 
showed a total of 12,923 cases.. With this as a basis, a table was compiled distributing 
3,788 cases of permanent partial disability according to nature of injury. 

Schedule "Z" required insurance companies to make an individual report for every 
fatal accident, stating relationship and age of each dependent. From this information 
it was possible to compile a distribution of dependents, and also to obtain the average 
age of such dependents. 

The following table shows the results of this study: 



113] 



Notes 



493 



Gbnebal Distribution 

Fatal 762 

Permanent total 62 

Permanent partial 3,788 

Major permanent partial 924 

Minor permanent partial 2,864 

Temporary total 95,388 

100,000 



Partial 





Duration of Temporary Total Disability 




Temporary Total 




Permanent 


Duration 


No. Cases 


Duration 


1 day 8,823 


1 week 


or less 


2 days 8,086 


1-2 weeks 


3 


7,282 


2-3 




4 


6,014 


3-4 




5 


5,255 


4-5 




6 


4,606 


5-6 




7 


4,807 


6-7 




8 


3,090 


7-8 




9 


3,074 


8-9 


(( 


10 


2,740 


9-10 




11 


2,475 


10-11 




12 


2,275 


11-12 




13 


1,868 


12-13 




14 


2,190 


13-14 




2-3 w 


seks 10,925 


14-15 




3-4 


6,269 


15-16 




4-5 


4,345 


16-17 




5-6 


2,674 


17-18 




6-7 


1,923 


18-19 




7-8 


1,298 


19-20 




8-9 


966 


20-21 




9-10 


" 745 


21-22 




10-11 


549 


22-23 




11-12 


447 


23-24 




12-13 


358 


24-25 




13-14 


296 


25-26 




14-15 


254 


6-7 months 


15-16 


216 


7-8 




16-17 


182 


8-9 




17-18 


154 


9-10 




18-19 


131 


10-11 




19-20 


110 


11-12 




20-21 


94 






21-22 


79 






22-23 


68 






23-24 


56 






24-25 


45 






Over 25 


609 







3,788 



95,388 
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Permanent partial disability 3,788 

Dismemberment or loss of use 2,704 

Arm 61 

Hand 86 

Thumb 96 

One phalange of thumb 152 

Index finger 301 

One phalange index finger 261 

Second finger 147 

One phalange second finger 172 

Third finger 104 

One phalange third finger 89 

Fourth finger 119 

One phalange fourth finger 65 

Thumb or finger and loss of or injury to other fingers 532 

Leg 62 

Foot 43 

Great toe 37 

One phalange great toe 16 

One toe other than great toe 19 

One phalange of toe, not great toe 11 

One toe and loss of or injury to other toes 35 

Hearing, one ear 5 

Hearing, both ears 1 

Eye 290 

Disfigurement 50 

Other permanent partial 1,034 

DlSTBIBCTION OF FaTAL CaSES 

No dependents 174 

Widow alone 177 

Widow and children 253 

Widow and one child 79 

Widow and two children 68 

Widow and three children 47 

Widow and four children 28 

Widow and five children 17 

Widow and six or more* children 14 

Orphans 26 

One orphan 13 

Two orphans 6 

Three orphans 3 

Four orphans 2 

Five orphans or moref 2 

Widow and other dependents 4 

Widow and one parent 1 

Widow and children! with other dependents 3 

* Average number of children, 7. 
t Average number of orphans, 6. 
t Average number of children, 2. 
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Parents and or brothers or sisters 125 

One parent 66 

Two parents 35 

One brother or sister 7 

Two brothers or sisters 2 

Three or more* brothers or sisters 1 

One parent and one brother or sister 5 

One parent and two brothers or sisters 3 

One parent and three or more brothers or sisters 2 

Two parents and brothers or sistersf 4 

Other dependents! 3 

Total 762 

Olive E. Outwatee. 



ORGANIZATION OF THE DIVISION OF STATISTICS IN THE MASSACHU- 
SETTS DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRIES 

On December 1, 1919, the Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics passed out of exist- 
ence and its functions were transferred to other departments of the state. This 
Bureau, organized in 1869 as the Bureau of Labor Statistics, was the first govern- 
mental agency to be established "for the gathering and compilation of statistical 
data relating primarily to the welfare of the wage-earning classes of the population."§ 
Other states and foreign countries soon after estabUshed similar bureaus, closely 
following the plan of organization and the methods of procedure of the Massachusetts 
Bureau. 

In place of a Bureau of Statistics Massachusetts now has a Division of Statistics 
which is included in the Department of Labor and Industries. The Division of 
Statistics as now organized includes certain of the original functions of the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics and comprises the following branches: 

Labor Statistics, for the collection and tabulation of statistical and other informa- 
tion relating to matters affecting labor conditions and questions of general economic 
and social interest. The data collected are published in labor bulletins which are 
numbered consecutively as issued. Each number is devoted to a single subject and 
at the end of the year they are bound together under the title Annual Report on 
the Statistics of Labor. In addition to the labor bulletins, quarterly reports relative 
to industrial conditions in the Commonwealth are issued under the title Massachu- 
setts Industrial Review. This Review takes the place of the former Quarterly Reports 
on Employment and affords a medium for the early pubUcation of summary data 
obtained in connection with various investigations, the results of which are pubhshed 
later in greater detail. 

Manufactures Statistics, for the collection and tabulation of statistics of manu- 
factures (pubhshed annually under the title Report on the Statistics of Manufactures), 

* Average number of brothers and sisters, 4. 

t Average number of brothers and sisters, 3. 

t Average number of dependents, 3. 

§ The History of Statistics, its Development and Progress in Many Countries, an article by Charles F. 
Gettemy, entitled "The Work of the Several States of the United States in the Field of Statistics," 
p. 692. Mr. Gettemy, who for twelve years served as director of the Bureau of Statistics and under 
whose direction it was brought to a high standard of efficiency, resigned in July, 1919, to accept a 
position as assistant federal reserve agent of the Boston Federal Reserve Bank. 



